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The Social Justice Committee of the Trainers of School Psychologists started the
Black Excellence in School Psychology Project in 2021 as a way to increase
awareness of Black leaders in school psychology through the dissemination of a
flyer within graduate preparation programs. In response to positive feedback
received from the school psychology training community, the project was
expanded to honor leaders from other historically marginalized groups. In 2021,
the Committee created and disseminated flyers for Black History Month (Feb),
AAPI Heritage Month (May), Latinx/Hispanic Heritage Month (Sep 15 - Oct 15)
and Indigenous Peoples/Native American Heritage Month (Nov). In 2022, the
Committee is looking to expand this work further by inviting diverse scholar
leaders to serve on advisory boards to guide the nomination and creative
processes in culturally affirming ways, and to feature additional leaders in
school psychology outside of academia. School psychology faculty members
and school psychologists are asked to share the flyers within their professional
networks to increase representation within our field and highlight the important
contributions of minoritized leaders in school psychology. We recognize that
honoring the contributions of diverse leaders is not confined to one month of
the year and that ongoing support and celebration of the countless
contributions of underrepresented groups in school psychology must occur
everyday. We welcome your feedback about the project.

Representation matters and this is one small step
forward for our field.

Please cite as: Trainers of School Psychologists. (2022). AAPI Leaders in School Psychology. Honoring Diverse
Leaders in School Psychology Project. We would also like to express our gratitude to our advisory panel, Drs.
Chieh Li, Andy Pham, Sam Song, and Tanya Talapatra; our copy editors, Drs. Liz McKenney and Tanya Talapatra;
and our project assistant, Jillian Weinberg.
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Prerna Arora, PhD
Dr. Prerna Arora's research focuses on issues of access and
quality of care for historically marginalized youth and
adolescents. In particular, Dr. Arora's research focuses on
identifying risk and protective factors in the development of
depressive disorders among racial and ethnic minoritized and
immigrant-origin youth; and developing and implementing
culturally-responsive school and community-based prevention
and intervention programming for youth internalizing
disorders. Dr. Arora's work is grounded in a participatory
action research approach and incorporates the use of mixed
methodology.
Learn more about Dr. Arora here.

Stacy L. Bender, PhD
Dr. Stacy L. Bender (she/her) is an Assistant Professor of
School Psychology at the University of Massachusetts Boston.
She received her Ph.D. from Michigan State University and is a
licensed psychologist, registered health psychologist, and
nationally certified school psychologist. She identifies as an
Asian American, cis-gender woman and a first-generation
college student in her family. Dr. Bender's research focuses on
improving the social-emotional/behavioral needs of students
who are marginalized through behavior screening and
intervention and supporting diverse family engagement
practices in schools. Her research also investigates the
implementation of mindfulness-based interventions for
families and students. Dr. Bender is committed to supporting graduate students in bringing cultural
humility and responsiveness to their work to best meet the needs of youth and families in schools.
Learn more about Dr. Bender here.
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Stephanie M. Campbell, MS (PhD Summer 2022)

Stephanie (she/her) is a half-Filipina, small-fat, cisgender
daughter of an immigrant who grew up in a one-stoplight town
in Arkansas. She is also a sixth-year doctoral student and
predoctoral intern at a community mental health center on the
Big Island of Hawaii. After graduating from the University of
Arkansas in 2014 with a degree in psychology and music, she
had two gap years before embarking on her graduate school
journey at the University of Wisconsin‚ Madison. Stephanie's
research interests center around the impacts of body image
and weight bias on the mental health and wellbeing of children
and adolescents, particularly within the swirling complexities of
race, culture, SES, and gendered societal expectations. She is
driven by a passion for social justice and believes school psychologists should know more and do
more for body liberation. Her mixed-methods dissertation study was an intervention for elementary
school teachers involving critical dialogues about race and weight alongside professional
development about racism and weight bias. Outside of internship and school, Stephanie enjoys
cooking without recipes, ocean paddling, snorkeling, consuming an absurd amount of
podcasts/audiobooks, gaming, and exploring the natural beauty of her island home.
Learn more about Dr. Campbell here.

Cliff Yung-Chi Chen, PhD

Dr. Cliff Yung-Chi Chen is an associate professor and director
of bilingual specialization in the School Psychology Program at
Queens College of the City University of New York (CUNY). He
was born in Taiwan and received his bachelor's degree in
psychology from the National Chengchi University in Taipei. He
earned a master's degree in psychology from the University of
South Dakota and completed his doctoral training in
educational psychology with a specialization in school
psychology at The Graduate Center of CUNY. Dr. Chen is a
licensed psychologist and certified bilingual school
psychologist in New York State. Prior to his current academic
position at Queens College, he was a school psychologist in a
special education preschool in Brooklyn, New York City for 5 years. Dr. Chen's research intersects
school psychology, health psychology, and community psychology, with a focus on health, chronic
illness and bereavement, as well as issues related to sexual and gender minority (LGBTQ+) individuals.
He has published in school psychology, community psychology, social work, family studies, and healthrelated journals.
Learn more about Dr. Chen here.
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Stephanie D'Costa, PhD
Dr. Stephanie D'Costa is a South Asian, cis-gender, immigrant
residing on unceeded Ohlone lands. She is currently an
assistant professor of school psychology at St. Mary's College
of California. Stephanie obtained her PhD at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
Stephanie
is
passionate
about
community-based research that empowers culturally and
linguistically minoritized children and families. Her research
focuses on a) critically exploring the impact of oppressive
forces on minoritized youth and b) building culturally
sustaining practices in academics, behaviors, and mental
health for K-12 students. She is also a licensed clinical
psychologist with a specialty in trauma-informed practices for
children. Stephanie also consults with educational institutions
& non-profits on building more equitable practices and
integrating trauma-sensitive care.
Learn more about Dr. D'Costa here.

Sheila Desai, PhD
Dr. Sheila Desai is the Director of Educational Practice at the
National Association of School Psychologists. She is the
daughter of Indian immigrants and identifies as a cis-gender
Indian-American woman. She completed her Ph.D. at the
University of Massachusetts Boston and is a Nationally
Certified School Psychologist. She previously practiced as a
school psychologist in Boston Public Schools and completed
her pre-doctoral and post-doctoral training in the
Psychological and Behavioral Consultation department of
EASTCONN. At NASP, one of her primary responsibilities is
supporting the social justice strategic goal of the association
and the work of the Multicultural Affairs, Social Justice,
LGBTQI2-S, and Professional Positions Committees. She is also
involved in NASP's advocacy related to students with
disabilities and equity in education.
Learn more about Dr. Desai here.
*NASP account required to access link
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Yi Ding, PhD
Dr. Yi Ding is a professor and director of the School Psychology
Program at Fordham University. She is a nationally certified
school psychologist and a licensed psychologist in the State of
New York. Her research interests include reading disabilities,
mathematics learning disabilities, developmental disabilities,
STEM learning, special education and school psychology issues
based on a multicultural perspective, and enhancing
professional diversity in school psychology.
Learn more about Dr. Ying here.

Francis L. Huang, PhD
Dr. Francis L. Huang is an Associate Professor at the University
of Missouri (MU) in the Department of Educational, School,
and Counseling Psychology of the College of Education. He is
the co-director of the methodology branch of the Missouri
Prevention Science Institute. His research focuses on both
methodological (e.g., analysis of clustered data) and
substantive areas of interest (e.g., school climate, bullying,
disparities in disciplinary sanctions). His work has been cited in
outlets such as the New York Times, the Washington Post, and
National Public Radio (among others). He is an Associate Editor
of School Psychology Review, is on the editorial board of
School Psychology, and is a member of the Society for the
Study of School Psychology. Prior to joining MU, he was a Senior Scientist at the University of Virginia
and has worked at the American Institutes for Research. He has also worked as a management
consultant and a high school teacher. He has an MA from Teachers College, Columbia University and a
PhD from the University of Virginia.
Learn more about Dr. Huang here.
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Xu (Lilya) Jiang, PhD
Xu (Lilya) Jiang, is an assistant professor in the School
Psychology program in the Department of Psychological
Studies in Education at Temple University. Her previous
appointment was in the School Psychology program at the
University of Memphis. After she earned her B.S in psychology
from Beijing Normal University in China, she came to the US to
pursue graduate training in School Psychology, and obtained
her PhD in School Psychology from the University of South
Carolina. She is a first generation Asian immigrant, an
international scholar, a school psychologist and a youth wellbeing researcher. Her research focuses on adolescent socialemotional well-being and psychological strengths (e.g., hope,
growth mindset), and how these strengths develop in social contexts. She aims to promote
strengths-based, preventive mental health efforts in families and schools. She is also passionate
about training and mentoring students from diverse cultural backgrounds to be the next generation
of school psychologists, as well as supporting the development of psychological services in schools in
Asian countries.
Learn more about Dr. Jiang here.

Eui Kyung Kim, PhD
Dr. Eui Kyung Kim (She/Her) is an assistant professor in the
School Psychology program at UC Riverside whose hometown
is Seoul, South Korea. She received her Ph.D. in Counseling,
Clinical, and School Psychology at UC Santa Barbara. Dr. Kim's
research interests focus on understanding the pathways to
risk and resilience among students and teachers in K-12
schools. She has been conducting research on complete
mental health screening, social-emotional intervention,
perceptions of school climate, and racial-ethnic socialization
among children of immigrant parents. Dr. Kim is currently
running a grant-funded mentoring program (Check, Connect,
& Respect) where undergraduate mentors are trained and
supervised to provide one-on-one mentorship to struggling youth in local schools. She also conducts
research internationally, examining the social and emotional development of children and teachers
from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
Learn more about Dr. Kim here.
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Samuel Y. Kim, PhD
Dr. Samuel Y. Kim is an assistant professor of school
psychology at the University of Denver in Denver, CO. He
received his Bachelor's degree from Emory University and his
Ph.D. from Georgia State University. His research interests
include positive psychology as well as fostering relationships
among youth and their families. In addition to being a Licensed
Psychologist in both Colorado and Texas, he has worked in a
variety of settings such as schools, community mental health
clinics, and university clinics in Georgia, Michigan, Kentucky,
and Texas and provided a range of psychological services,
including counseling, assessment, and consultation. As a child
of immigrant parents from South Korea, Dr. Kim is keen on
bringing awareness of mental health to the Korean American population. To this end, he works closely
with a non-profit organization, Mustard Seed Generation, on their programming and internal research
work. In the spirit of sharing knowledge to empower, Dr. Kim and the executive director of Mustard
Seed Generation have started a podcast to translate current research on Korean and Asian Americans
to practitioners and the general public called Research Sense for Korean American Therapy. The aim
of the podcast is to cultivate greater mental health awareness and cultural empathy.
Learn more about Dr. Kim here.

Tara Kulkarni, PhD
Dr. Kulkarni is an Assistant Professor at California State
University - Monterey Bay. She earned her PhD in school
psychology from the University of Minnesota, and has masters
degrees in counseling and clinical psychology. Dr. Kulkarni has
a wide variety of clinical experience, including work in addiction
rehabilitation centers, academic and mental health support for
homeless-highly mobile children in India, as well as working in
traditional outpatient settings. She was a school counselor in
India before moving to the US for graduate school. Her
research interests revolve around eradicating inequities in
educational
outcomes
(e.g.,
special
education
disproportionality), and she uses a critical quantitative
framework to identify variables related to disparate outcomes. She is also a measurement and
assessment nerd. Dr. Kulkarni finds nurturing and training future school psychologists and education
leaders, especially those from minoritized backgrounds, as the most rewarding aspect of her job. Her
teaching centers ethical, culturally humble best practices to serve all children and families.
Learn more about Dr. Kulkarni here.
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Kyongboon Kwon, PhD
Dr. Kyongboon Kwon is an Associate Professor and Program
Chair of School Psychology program at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She grew up in South Korea and was an
elementary school teacher for several years before she started
graduate studies in counseling and school psychology in the
US. Dr. Kwon's research largely focuses on elementary school
children's peer relationships. In the last several years, she
examined children's emotion socialization in the school-based
peer group. She published studies that utilize peer-referenced
assessment of children's emotionality and its relation to social
behavior, social status, and academic functioning. She has also
examined children's interpersonal emotion regulation in the
peer group and the unique role of emotion-sharing relationships in children's prosocial development.
Her teaching focuses on cognitive and social-emotional assessment, cognitive behavioral intervention
strategies, and school-based practicum. She has mentored and graduated a number of Educational
Specialist and Doctoral students who serve students in K-12 or higher education.
Learn more about Dr. Kwon here.

Tiffany Lee, MA,NCSP
Tiffany Lee is a second generation Korean American nationally
certified school psychologist (NCSP) practicing in northern
Virginia. She received her B.A. in psychology and business
from New York University and worked as a behavior therapist
before starting her master's program at George Mason
University. She is passionate about spreading interest and
awareness about school psychology through interactive and
informative content via social media and the largest school
psychology dedicated YouTube channel. Tiffany demystifies
the role of school psychologists by interviewing distinguished
members of the field such as Charles Barrett, Rebecca
Branstetter, and Byron McClure. She has driven projects in
regards to AAPI representation and the rise in racism amidst the pandemic. These include
contributions to several social justice resources published by the National Association of School
Psychologists.
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Brian P. Leung, PhD
Dr. Leung describes himself as an incredibly blessed man. He
has a loving family with his wife of 26 years and 2 grown
children, and also feels truly fortunate to have stumbled into
what he describes as the best profession ever! Dr. Leung
learned about school psychology by accident and his jobs as a
practicing school psychologist in both urban and suburban
school districts were incredibly fulfilling. He was privileged to
have worked with some amazing teachers and support staff
and learned a ton from the students and families he
supported. He continued his blessed journey in school
psychology through transitioning to the university setting
some thirty-one years ago at Loyola Marymount University in
Los Angeles, California. Dr. Leung said it has been pure joy to be able to inspire the next generations
of school psychologists. He constantly reminds them that school psychology is not about putting kids
in special education but it’s about leveraging student strengths with instructional adjustments and
system changes to promote all students success…it’s the intervention and never the placement that
ultimately help students. To accomplish the most, the African proverb of “if you want to go fast, go
alone; if you want to go far, go together” is what Dr. Leung tries to leave with his students.

Chieh Li, EdD
Dr. Chieh Li is an Associate Professor in the School Psychology
Programs at Northeastern University. She received her EdD
from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and is a
licensed psychologist and nationally certified school
psychologist. Dr. Li does research on multicultural psychology,
including the roles that culture plays in cognition, problemsolving, health, and resilience, as well as culturally responsive
interventions. She has also been exploring the impact of
meditation on stress reduction and overall wellbeing. As a
bilingual psychologist, she writes on bilingual and bicultural
issues in the fields of school and counseling psychology,
including explorations of how school psychology training and
practice can advance social justice for linguistically diverse children. Her work has been presented at
over one hundred national and international conferences to date. She has authored 79 publications
(in English or Chinese). Dr. Li applies her multicultural knowledge to serve the communities. She has
served as the chair of the CDSPP and the CDSPP practicum taskforce, Chair and Co-Chair of the
NASP bilingual-interest-group leadership team, and on the editorial board of numerous School
Psychology journals (SPR, JEPC, SPTP).
Learn more about Dr. Li here.
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Karissa Lim, MA
Karissa Lim (she/her/hers) is a school psychology Ph.D. student
at Teachers College, Columbia University. She is the daughter of
Filipino immigrants and is a cis-gender female from a
socioeconomically and educationally privileged background.
She is a graduate research assistant in the School Mental
Health for Minority Youth and Families (SMILE) Research Lab
and her research interests include immigrant youth
experiences in schools, BIPOC and immigrant youth
representation in research, and anti-racism advocacy in school
psychology training programs. She currently serves as the
Diversity Affairs Chair of the Student Affiliates of School
Psychologists (SASP, Division 16 of APA) and was previously the
inaugural Diversity Affairs Chair-Elect. She is also a founding member of her program’s diversity
committee, the School Psychology Advocacy Collective for Social/Racial Equity (SPACE), and was a coauthor on the Advocating for Anti-Racism Practices Proposal. She has presented this work and her
experiences as an AAPI school psychology student at the School Psychology Anti-Racism
UNconference and the National Association of School Psychologists’ (NASP) Responding to Graduate
Student Needs for Equity, Antiracism, and Social Justice webinar.

Shereen Naser, PhD
Dr. Shereen Naser received her undergraduate degree from
the University of Texas at Austin and her graduate degree
from Tulane University in New Orleans. Dr. Naser is Arab
American. Her parents are both forcibly displaced Palestinians
whose families immigrated to the U.S. after decades in
migration. Dr. Naser's personal and professional experiences
inform her research which focuses on using a social justice
lens to develop best practices for equitable, school based,
universal structures and supports that address the social,
emotional, and behavioral (SEB) challenges faced by youth. Dr.
Naser's work is done through a child-rights lens where
children are considered important participants in the school
and community decision making processes.
Learn more about Dr. Naser here.
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Hong Ni, PhD
Dr. Hong Ni is a professor in the Department of Psychology at
the California State University, Fresno. Before coming to the
U.S., she was an assistant professor of sociology at Nanjing
University, China. Practicing as a school psychologist in Grant
Wood Area Education Agency, Iowa provided her with insights
into schooling and student well-being. Driven by her passion
for serving all students and promoting school psychological
services in China, Dr. Ni's teaching, research, and service
center on systems level impact. Her research interests include
resilience promotion in schools, roles of Chinese mental health
teachers, cultural adaptation of multi-tiered systems of
support, and systematic review research regarding culturally
diverse students and evidence-based intervention. Dr. Ni participated in founding the Association of
Chinese Helping Professionals and Psychologists' International (ACHPPI) and served on the board for
over 10 years. She initiated the School Psychology Series Online Forum for ACHPPI, which has had 12
meetings. With her involvement in the Bilingual Consortium of School Psychology Educators in CA,
Fresno State School Psychology Graduate Program is becoming one of the first bilingual school
psychology programs in California. Recently, Dr. Ni initiated and led a team to develop a database for
Chinese American youth mental health.

Andy Pham, PhD
Dr. Andy Pham is an Associate Professor of School Psychology
at Florida International University. His research focuses on the
intersection of sociocultural and neurocognitive factors that
contribute to typical and atypical learning and behavior
outcomes in children and adolescents. He examines
individual- (e.g., student) and systems-level processes (e.g.,
schools, classrooms, community, training) that influence
mental health inequities, including the screening, evaluation,
and treatment of children of developmental disabilities (e.g.,
ADHD). He values research involving interdisciplinary
collaboration with various disciplines (e.g., counseling, special
education, psychology), and mentorship with diverse graduate
students and early career faculty.
Learn more about Dr. Pham here.

AAPI
AAPI LEADERS
LEADERS IN
IN SCHOOL
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
PSYCHOLOGY
Sujay V. Sabnis, PhD
Dr. Sabnis is originally from Mumbai, India and immigrated to the
US in 2011. In 2019, he received a Ph.D. in School Psychology from
the University of South Florida with a concentration in Race and
Policy in K-12 Education. He worked with his advisor and mentors to
create this interdisciplinary concentration overlapping school
psychology, critical race theory, and critical policy studies because
he thought it was important to take a multidisciplinary look at
education and schooling. There are so many fields within K-12
education and each of these have created important theoretical,
methodological, and practical tools to address different aspects of
K-12 schooling. Nevertheless, Dr. Sabnis find that these fields often
work separately; this lack of knowledge sharing can lead to a
stagnation as each discipline withdraws deeper into its orthodoxies.
As a researcher, he is working to make school psychology more interdisciplinary as well as more critical
because of the opportunities this can provide to question and re-imagine how we do things as school
psychologists. Dr. Sabnis' research interests include critical race theory, critical qualitative methodologies,
consultation, and policy analysis in K-12 public education. His research has focused on critical school
psychology, participatory action research, and retention and recruitment of minoritized students in school
psychology programs.
Learn more about Dr. Sabnis here.

Elina Saeki, PhD

Dr. Elina Saeki is a Nisei Japanese-American school psychologist and
school psychology trainer. Upon receiving her doctorate from the
University of California, Santa Barbara, she was an assistant
professor at the University of Houston-Victoria for several years.
She is currently an associate professor in the School Psychology
Program at California State University, Los Angeles. She is a
Nationally Certified School Psychologist and holds her California
Pupil Personnel Services Credential in School Psychology. Dr.
Saeki's greatest passion is teaching and mentoring the next
generation of school psychologists. As a Los Angeles native, she
loves that she gets to give back to her community through training
and mentorship. Dr. Saeki primarily teaches courses in socialemotional/behavioral assessment, cognitive assessment, school
consultation practicum supervision, and internship supervision. Her scholarship centers around teacher
psychosocial wellbeing and cross-cultural considerations for social and emotional literacy (SEL) interventions.
Dr. Saeki is particularly interested in hearing her students’ voices which are a central focus in all of her courses
because their experiences, their perspectives, and their values shape the school psychologist that they will
become. Dr. Saeki is deeply grateful for the opportunity to witness this process of growth and professional
development.
Learn more about Dr. Saeki here.
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Samuel Song, PhD
Dr. Samuel Song is a Professor and director of the School
Psychology programs at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
His research is on culturally-responsible school mental health
promotion (school culture, bullying, restorative justice), social
justice professional identity, and social justice in school
psychology. He is the recipient of the Jean Baker Mid-Career
Service/Practice Award and is an Associate Editor for School
Psychology Review and on the editorial board of other major
journals in school psychology. He is the first Asian American
leader in several national school psychology organizations:
Diversity Affairs Chair of the Student Affiliates of School
Psychologists (SASP; Division 16 of APA), President of Division
16 of the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Trainers of School Psychologists (TSP),
and Chair of the Council of Directors of School Psychologists (CDSPP). His Division 16 Presidential
Initiative for 2021 was Anti-Racism Action and he has led the inaugural launch of the Anti-Racism
Action Grants program, Outstanding Commitment to Anti-Racism in School Psychology Awards, and
the School Psychology Anti-Racism Unconference: Uprooting School Psychology.
Learn more about Dr. Song here.

Sruthi Swami , PhD
Dr. Sruthi Swami is an Assistant Professor in the School
Psychology specialist (Ed.S.) program at California State
University, Fresno. She received her degree in Counseling,
Clinical, and School Psychology from the University of
California, Santa Barbara. In her research, clinical work, and
teaching, she focuses on promoting equity for youths and
families from marginalized backgrounds, with a particular
focus on social justice and dismantling racism and
discrimination within K-12 school systems. She also engages in
research related to the mental health and wellbeing of Asian
and Asian American individuals, with a focus on understanding
experiences of racism and discrimination that contribute to
the identity development of Asian Americans.
Learn more about Dr. Swami here.
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Devadrita (Tanya) Talapatra, PhD
Dr. Devadrita Talapatra is an Associate Professor in the School
Psychology Program in the Morgridge College of Education at the
University of Denver. She received her B.S. from Emory University in
Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology and Ph.D. from Georgia State
University in School Psychology. Dr. Talapatra's research, teaching,
and service endeavors are grounded in the tenets of Disability
Studies and Critical Race Theory (Dis/Crit). She has two strands of
critical inquiry: (1) Educational and social disparities affecting youth
with intellectual disabilities (ID) and (2) School psychology
frameworks that support equitable graduate training practices. Dr.
Talapatra is the Co-Editor of School Psychology Teaching and
Pedagogy, a board member for the Trainers of School Psychologists,
and a member of the National Association of School Psychologists' ,
Equity Diversity, and Inclusion Implementation Task Force. She has been invited to speak on disability as
culture and identity for individuals with ID for several associations and recently consulted with the Children's
Advocacy Alliance and the Nevada Governor's Council on Developmental Disabilities regarding housing
access for individuals with ID. Across her scholarly interests, Dr. Talapatra is committed to engaging in work
that increases the power of marginalized voices.
Learn more about Dr. Talapatra here.

Oanh K. Tran, PhD
Dr. Oanh K. Tran is a Professor and Program Coordinator of the
School Psychology Program at California State University, East Bay
(CSUEB). Dr. Tran received her Ph.D. from the University of
Oregon in 2007 and joined the CSUEB faculty where she has been
teaching and mentoring graduate students. She also works as a
school psychologist and educational consultant in the San
Francisco Bay area. Dr. Tran's research and professional interests
include childhood mental health, social and emotional learning
(SEL), special education assessment, multi-tiered systems, parenttraining, and social justice in school psychology.
Dr. Tran
facilitated the very first CSUEB Lunch and Learn series (Rise Up
and Speak p) on topics of racism, social injustice, poverty, violence,
white privilege, and what school psychologists can do to address such social inequities. She is a co-author of
the Strong Kids and Strong Teens Social-emotional Learning Curriculum (1st and 2nd Editions). As a
Vietnamese-American immigrant, Dr. Tran uses her expertise and experience to advocate for school-familycommunity collaboration to promote emotional health, student learning and success, social justice, equitable
practices, and culturally responsive schools. She is the faculty mentor for the CSUEB Social Justice League (SJL)
and School Psychology Association (SPA).
Learn more about Dr. Tran here.
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Dieu My Truong, MA (PhD Summer 2022)
Dieu My Truong identifies as a multilingual neurodiverse
Chinese Vietnamese American daughter who immigrated to
America as a teen with her family from Vietnam. Her
intersecting identities and lived experience guide her clinical
and research endeavors in celebrating the heritage of
resilience and compassion of the AANHPID community. Dieu
My Truong's parents' teaching: being proud of who she is and
what her heart values despite the real risks of rejection and
retaliation by systems of power, is the foundation of her
accomplishments: Fellow of the APA Minority Fellowship
Program, recipient of the 2021 APA Division 16 Presidential
Citation, and lead co-author on the multiorganization's endorsement of School Psychology Unified
Call to Eradicate Anti-AAAPI Racism and Violence (2021). Nước Chảy Đá Mòn, a Vietnamese idiom,
highlights the gentle, patient, yet powerful erosion of rocks by water. This idiom serves as a strong
reminder of how my parents, elders, and ancestors have resisted and persisted through centuries of
ongoing violent and systemic anti-AAAPI racism in silence so that I can proudly and loudly celebrate
their legacy today. To celebrate the AANHPID Heritage Month, she encourages all of us to learn
about the AANHPID history, which signifies the story of survival, resilience, triumphs, solidarity, and
hope.
Learn more about Dr. Truong here.

Cixin Wang, PhD
Dr. Cixin Wang is an Associate Professor of School Psychology
in the College of Education at the University of Maryland,
College Park (Department of Counseling, Higher Education,
and Special Education). She received her Ph.D. in School
Psychology from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2011.
She then completed a two-year postdoctoral fellowship at
Kennedy Krieger Institute/Johns Hopkins University in 2013.
Her research interests focus on bullying prevention and
mental health promotion among children and adolescents.
Her research seeks to: (1) better understand different factors
contributing to bullying and mental health difficulties, including
individual, family, school, and cultural factors; (2) develop
effective prevention and intervention techniques to decrease bullying at school; and (3) develop
school-based prevention and intervention to promote mental health among students, especially
among culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) students.
Learn more about Dr. Wang here.
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Chunyan Yang, PhD
Dr. Chunyan Yang is an Assistant Professor of School
Psychology in the Graduate School of Education at the
University of California, Berkeley. She also serves as the key
faculty research advisor at the 21st Century California School
Leadership Academy (21CSLA) State Center, which is
headquartered at UC Berkeley and provides equity-centered
professional learning for educational leaders of schools and
districts in California that receive Title II funds. Dr. Yang
received her Ph.D. in Education with a specialization in School
Psychology from the University of Delaware. Her research
interests focus on understanding how school members
interact with their ecological contexts to find their resilience
individually and collectively when facing risks and adversities, such as bullying, teacher-targeted
violence, and mental health challenges among youth, educators, and school leaders. She also
conducts cross-cultural and multi-cultural comparison approaches to explore both culturally specific
and universal patterns of risk and resilience processes among diverse school populations. She leads
the Risk, Resilience, and Culture Lab at UC Berkeley. Prior to joining the faculty at the University of
California, she worked as a school psychologist in the district-wide Multicultural Assessment and
Consultation Team in northern Colorado and a researcher with the Delaware Positive Behavior
Support Project in Delaware.
Learn more about Dr. Yang here.

Justina Yohannan, PhD
Justina Yohannan is a queer, Malayali American early career
psychologist who has focused her work and personal life on
continued attempts of engagement in social justice and
trauma-informed practices with those around her. She is
currently working as a school psychologist in a school district
in Georgia, a licensed psychologist with veterans, and an
adjunct assistant professor in a school psychology program.
She is also on the Social Justice Committee in the National
Association of School Psychologists. She acknowledges that
there is always room for growth, and she looks forward to
learning more from both colleagues and the families with
whom she works. She is appreciative of those who have
honored her with the privilege of being part of their story.

AAPI
AAPI LEADERS
LEADERS IN
IN SCHOOL
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
PSYCHOLOGY
Jina Yoon PhD
Dr. Jina Yoon is a Professor in the School Psychology Program
at the University of Arizona and identifies as Korean American.
Dr. Yoon received her doctorate in School Psychology from
Texas A&M University and master's degree in Early Childhood
Special Education from the University of Texas-Austin. Before
joining the faculty at the University of Arizona, Dr. Yoon was a
faculty member at Wayne State University in Detroit, MI from
1999-2015. She is a Nationally Certified School Psychologist
(NCSP) and is also licensed as a psychologist in Arizona. Dr.
Yoon's research topics include (1) the role of teachers in peer
victimization, (2) positive school climate and student-teacher
relationships, and (3) students' relationship qualities and
academic engagement. Her previous work includes the role of teachers in peer victimization, including
how teachers handle peer victimization incidents and the role of teachers and parents in prevention
and intervention. Dr. Yoon is also interested in identifying ways to develop and strengthen antibullying attitudes in the existing learning activities and goals in schools.
Learn more about Dr. Yoon here.

Yanchen Zhang, PhD
Dr. Yanchen Zhang is an assistant professor of school
psychology at the University of Iowa. As a Chinese scholar and
international student, Yanchen graduated from the school
psychology programs at the University of Washington and the
University of Minnesota. With a passion for scalable school
mental health services worldwide, Yanchen's program of
research focuses on the intersection of assessment,
intervention, and implementation science. Specifically, he
investigates pragmatic evidence-based practices (EBPs) for the
mental health of diverse school populations, as well as the
determinants and strategies to disseminate and implement
EBPs in the education sector. Yanchen also works on
behavioral statistics, psychological technology (e.g., IM4 education, which is being used by hundreds of
schools and districts), and cross-cultural psychology (collaborations with over ten countries).
Yanchen's career goal is to advance international school mental health service from the perspectives
of system change, sustainability, and globalization. Yanchen speaks three languages and enjoys
nature, Tai-Chi, Go, sculpture, music, and DIY.
Learn more about Dr. Zhang's work here.

RESOURCES
School Psychology Unified Call for Deeper Understanding, Solidarity,
and Action to Eradicate Anti-AAAPI Racism and Violence
TSP Race and Diversity Resources
NASP Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Podcast
Supporting Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander Graduate
Students: Tips for Graduate Educators and Students
Supporting Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander Students and
Families: Tips for Educators in K-12 Settings
Stop AAPI Hate
Asian Americans on PBS
Best Podcasts Highlighting AAPI Experiences

